
Re: Health care providers support HUSKY expansion to CT residents without regard to immigration 
status 

We write to the Connecticut State Human Services Committee to express our strong support for 
legislation that would expand legislation for HUSKY eligibility to all low-income CT residents, 
without regard to immigration status. We recognize expanding access to the undocumented 
immigrant population who have been excluded will be a long-term process. This session we urge 
the Connecticut state legislature to support H.B. 6616: AN ACT CONCERNING EXPANSION OF 
HUSKY HEALTH BENEFITS TO THOSE INELIGIBLE DUE TO IMMIGRATION STATUS.. We also fully 
support future bills that would expand Medicaid to ALL undocumented adults living in Connecticut. 

As health care providers, we recognize our responsibility to care for all patients, regardless of race, 
income, or immigration status. Unfortunately, our state laws do not reflect that same commitment. 
While the uninsured rate in Connecticut is approximately 6.3%, an estimated 57% of 
undocumented immigrants in our state are uninsured. Currently, undocumented immigrants are 
excluded from participating in HUSKY, the state’s Medicaid program for low-income residents, or 
from purchasing private health insurance on Access Health CT, the state marketplace established by 
the Affordable Care Act. Our laws have eliminated the pathways to reliable health insurance for 
undocumented individuals. Instead, immigrant communities are forced to rely upon under-
resourced clinics and emergency care through hospitals. We as health care providers have all seen 
the consequences when our patients’ illnesses go untreated, causing catastrophic complications 
and, it is important to note, requiring expensive hospital-based care that is ultimately supported by 
the state. These consequences are preventable, but the prescription must be written at the level of 
state policy. 

Connecticut has already begun to recognize the moral responsibility and sensibility of making sure 
all communities in the state have access to health care. During the COVID-19 pandemic, Connecticut 
has used Emergency Medicaid funds to cover COVID-19 testing and treatment for residents who 
didn’t qualify for Medicaid based on immigration status. This not only removed barriers to 
receiving preventive care and treatment, but also prevented COVID-19 spread in our communities. 
Further, the state passed bi-partisan legislation to declare racism as a public health crisis. There is 
no clearer path to begin addressing systemic inequities in our healthcare system than to provide 
health insurance for undocumented children and their families -- the vast majority of whom are 
persons of color. 

As health care providers, we understand the devastating human consequences of restricting access 
to health care. We ask you to support legislation that would remove immigration status from 
HUSKY eligibility rules and would expand healthcare access to our most vulnerable community 
members. We thank you for your thoughtful consideration. 

 

Signed, 

Marina Gaeta Gazzola, MD, Emergency Medicine 

Julia Rosenberg MD MHS, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Yale School of Medicine, Pediatrics, New 

Haven CT 

Rebecca Cohen, Psychologist, New Haven, CT 



Rebecca Burton LMFT, Beehive Counseling & Wellness LLC, Manchester, CT 

R. Shanmugavelayutham, LCSW, Hartford, CT 

Rebecca Toner, MA, LPC, LCPC, Southington, CT 

Shasterin Valentin, LCSW, Beehive Counseling & Wellness, LLC, Trauma Therapist, Wethersfield 

Sarah Branigan, LMFT-A, Manchester, CT 

Rebeca Vergara Greeno, Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, CT 

Marci Panapada, MSN, APRN Fair Haven Community Health Center, FNP, New Haven 

Araya Miller, Bachelors of Arts, Yale University, Political Science, Windsor, CT 

Ralph Rosenberg MD, Internal Medicine. Retired., Avon, CT 

Kristina M Rath, MD FACOG, Ob-Gyn, New Haven, CT 

Jeffrey J Dewey, MD, MHS, Yale School of Medicine, Neurology, New Haven, CT 

May Shum, YSM '23, Pediatrics, New Haven, CT 

Matthew J. Bizzarro, MD; Yale University School of Medicine, Neonatal-Perinatal Medicine, New 

Haven, CT 

Jacob Arnold, MD, Yale-New Haven Children's Hospital, Pediatrics 

Carl Baum, MD, Yale School of Medicine, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, New Haven, CT 

Jacob Rosenberg, Medicine, Boston, Massachusetts General Hospital 

David Frumberg, MD, Orthopedics, New Haven, CT, Yale University 

Kirsten Bechtel MD, Emergency Medicine, New Haven, CT 

Frances Cheng, MD, PhD, Yale University School of Medicine, Pediatrics, New Haven, CT 

Daniel Jovin, MD Student, Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, CT 

Andrea G. Asnes, MD, MSW, Pediatrics, New Haven, CT 

Heather Collette, MD, Pediatric Hospital Medicine, New Haven, CT 

Jeremy Asnes, MD, Yale School of Medicine, Pediatric Cardiology, New Haven, CT 

Carmen Pajarillo, MPH | Yale School of Medicine, Medical Student, New Haven, CT 

Mariana Do Carmo, MD-PhD Student, Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, CT 

Anchi Wu, Yale MD/PhD Student 

Yishak Bedaso, MD candidate, Yale University, New Haven, CT 

Uma Raman, MD, Yale New Haven Children's Hospital, Pediatric Critical Care, New Haven, CT 

Katie Zehner, Yale School of Medicine 2026, New Haven, CT, Haven Free Clinic 



Amanda Ocran, MD, Neonatology 

Nishant Pandya MD MPH, Pediatrics, New Haven, CT 

Kate Weyman, MSN, APRN, FNP-C, Yale University, Pediatric Endocrinology 

Katherine Glover, DO, Yale New Haven Children’s Hospital, Pediatric Cardiology 

Frank J Bia MD MPH, Yale School of Medicine, Internal Medicine, Infectious Diseases, New Haven, 

CT 

Freddie Swindal, Fair Haven Community Health Center 

Suzanne Xu, Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, CT 

Julia Stevenson, B.A., Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, CT 

Delmaliz Montes de Oca, LCSW, Waterbury, CT 

Martha Kebeh, MD Candidate, YSM, New Haven, CT 

Anna Sowa, MD, Yale New Haven Hospital 

Lacey Whitmire, MD, MPH, Internal Medicine and Pediatrics 

Leslie DiMella, PsyD, Clinical Psychology, New Haven, CT, Fair Haven Community Health Care 

Melissa L. Langhan, MD, MHS, Yale School of Medicine, Pediatric Emergency Medicine, New Haven 

Gunjan Tiyyagura, MD, MHS, Pediatrics, Cheshire, CT 

Matthew Grossman, MD - Yale School of Medicine, Pediatrics, New Haven, CT 

McKenna Tierney, DO, MPH Connecticut Children's Medical Center 

Chelsea Lepus, DO, Pediatric Gastroenterology, New Haven 

Shannon O’Malley, MD, Pediatrics, New Haven, New London, Branford 

Bridget Chen, BS, MD-PhD-Student at Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, CT 

Lauren Killingsworth, MD-PhD Student, Yale School of Medicine 

Annika Belzer, Yale School of Medicine, New Haven 

Jennifer Chen, PhD, Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, CT 

Patricia Joyce, MD, Pediatrics, Southington, CT 

Thomas O. Carpenter MD (Yale School of Medicine) 

Gabriela Esnaola, YSM 

Katie Swec, MD, FAAP, Pediatrics, New Haven, CT 

Ryan MacLeod, MD, PhD, Internal Medicine, Hamden, CT 

Kathleen Felisca, MD, Pediatric Emergency Medicine Fellow, Hartford, CT 



Ruthanne Marcus, MPH, PhD, Cheshire, CT 

Camille Brown MD, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Yale School of Medicine, Pediatrics, New 

Haven, CT Pediatrics, New Haven, CT 

Molly Markowitz, MD FAAP, CT AAP Chapter Advocacy Committee Chair, Hamden, CT 

Emily Hogeland, MD, Pediatrics, Hartford, CT 

Benjamin Oldfield, MD MHS, Fair Haven Community Health Care Internal Medicine and Pediatrics, 

New Haven, CT 

Allyson McDermott, MD MAcM, Connecticut Children’s  Pediatric Hospital Medicine, Hartford, CT  

Thomas Fromson, MD, Pediatrician, West Hartford 

Trey Bowen, MD, Yale New Haven Hospital, Internal Medicine 

Raquel Huruta-Dias, MD, FAAP, Pediatrics, Fairfield, CT, Pediatrics, Fairfield, CT 

Tara Herbert, MS, PA-C  Hospitalist, New Haven, CT 

Michelle Rodriguez, YSM PA-S1                               

Hannah Batchelor, MD-PhD Student, Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, CT 

Eridian Estrada, MPH Candidate, Yale School of Public Health, New Haven, CT          

Stephanie Samuels MD  Pediatrics, New Haven, CT           

Ellen Wormser, MSN, CNM, Fair Haven Community Health Care, New Haven CT, Midwifery                    

Ayiti Maharaj-Best, MD Family Medicine                            

Edward Zhu, Medical Student, Quinnipiac School of Medicine      

Alex Portillo, Medical Student, Netter SOM                                      

Terry Muldoon MD Candidate Frank H Netter School of Medicine                                          

Ludhe Gernier, Frank H. Netter MD School of Medicine, Meriden, CT 

Amy Zhao, MD-PhD Student, Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, CT     

Samip Kafle, MD Student, New Haven, CT            

Sandra Carbonari M.D. FAAP, Pediatrics, Somers 

Victoria Van Riper, MD Student, Frank H. Netter MD School of Medicine, North Haven, CT              

Sreeja Kodali, Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, CT 

Michelle Opare MD Student, Quinnipiac, Wallingford, CT 

Olivia Kelly, Medical Student, Frank H. Netter M.D. School of Medicine                  

Kelsey Rankin, MD candidate 2023, Yale School of Medicine, General surgery, New Haven, CT 



Phillip Smit, MD Student, Frank H. Netter School of Medicine, New Haven, CT                                       

Sophia Smith, Frank H. Netter School of Medicine, North Haven, CT 

Brandon Hudik, Medical Student, Yale School of Medicine                                        

Heather Mahoney, MSW, LCSW, Clinical Social Work, New Haven, CT          

Margaret J Bia MD, Internal medicine, Guilford, Retired 

Abriana Tasillo, MD Student, Emergency Medicine, Windsor, CT  

Eric Vilsmark, MD Student, Frank H. Netter MD School of Medicine, Hamden, CT       

Paulina Naser-Saravia, B.S. M1, Medical Student, North Haven, CT            

Jennifer Violette, PA-C, Malta House of Care, Internal medicine/primary care, Hartford, CT 

Joyce Hunt  Licensed Practical Nurse, Clinic Nurse, Work Hartford, CT 

Victoria Lyons, RN, Community Healthcare, Hartford, Malta House of Care, Inc. 

Victoria Lewis, MD, MSW, MPPAdult/Child Psychiatry, New Haven, CT     

Jessica Marshall, LCSW                               

Tyger Lin, MD Candidate, Yale School of Medicine                                         

Brendan Rooney, MD Student, Quinnipiac University School of Medicine                              

Sofia Miguez, MD Candidate, Yale School of Medicine, HAVEN Free Clinic 

Nisarg Shah, MD Student, Yale School of Medicine                          

Harry Kane, Medical Student, Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, CT 

Nirali Butala, MD, Pediatrics, New Haven, New London 

Jessica Cerdeña, PhD (MD Candidate), Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, CT 

Nancy Andrews, Malta House of Care, Registered Nurse, Hartford  

Rose Lassalle-Klein, Netter School of Medicine, New Haven, Bobcat Community Health Alliance 

Danielle Castro, BS, Yale College, New Haven, HAVEN Free Clinic 

Charlene Li, MD, Co-medical director, Malta House of Care Hartford    

Kavita Israni-Winger, PhD (MD candidate), Yale University, New Haven  

Maggie Goodwin, LCSW, West Haven ct  

Heidi Zapata, MD, PhD., Section of Infectious Diseases, Yale School of Medicine, Infectious Diseases, 

New Haven, CT  

Amir Mohammad, MD, MPH, Internal Medicine, Public Health, New Haven, CT 

Deepa R. Camenga, MD, Pediatrics, New Haven, Yale School of Medicine 

Logan Stern, DNP, APRN, Fair Haven Community Health Care, Pediatrics, East Haven, CT  

  

Ami Marshall APRN, Yale School of Nursing ANP, New Haven  

Tamar Kaminski, MD Candidate, Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, CT  
Eva Rest, MS, MD-PhD Student, Yale School of Medicine, New Haven, CT  



Rachel Caplan APRN, Pediatric Hospital Medicine, Hartford, Connecticut Children's 
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